
 
Dear Norte Families, 
 
     Hope your Thanksgiving holiday break was restful, and you have recharged for December to help our 
students finish the 2nd quarter strong. The next weeks will be full of activities including our Rock the 
School House Family Learning Night, Kindergarten showcase, Drama Club’s “Wizard of Oz” performance 
and a Holiday Spirit Week. Amongst all this activity, we are also finalizing midyear assessments. Please 
remind your student to get plenty of rest during the next 3 weeks so they succeed in all their learning 
efforts. 
     Our entire school will participate in this year’s Hour of Code learning event! The event will take place for 
one hour during the week of December 9 also known as Computer Science Week. The Hour of Code is 
the largest learning event in which students from around the world are introduced to coding and computer 
science. This event ensures that all students are exposed to problem solving and inquiry based learning in 
which they learn skills that will help them achieve in all subject areas.   
      Tax season is upon us as we are wrapping up the school year. Kyrene School District will launch a 
new payment portal that is both fast and user-friendly. Simply select your school, make your donation, and 
claim your credit. Look for that portal, launching in late January, at www.kyrene.org/taxcredit  Your  
donations help support our student activities such as field trips, and Drama, Lego and Running Clubs.  
We also plan to continue to strive to offer additional offerings with your support. Help us continue to be 
successful in meeting our mission of offering the best dual language school education to all students. 
       Our Norte Ambassador of the month is Abigail Thompson, She is punctual and attentive to  
Kindergarten student needs and supports our teachers at Parent Drive-Up. She, along with another 
Ambassador, did an outstanding job in guiding our monthly parent tour in both English and Spanish. I am 
proud of her hard work and a fine example of representing Norte.   
      
 Here’s a few items I would like to highlight for the month of November: 
 Rock the School House Night of Learning Family Fun Night at Norte on December 3rd, 5:30-7;00 pm 
 Kindergarten Shcwcase Night for new families in 2020-21 on December 5th, 5:30-6:30 pm. 
 Hour of Code– week of December 9th 
 Drama Club’s performance of “Wizard of Oz” on December 13th. 
 Holiday Spirit week: December 16th-19th 
 Norte Rockstars Fun Run fundraiser kickoff rally on January 13, 2020. 
 
May your holiday season be full of joy and peace! 
 
Sincerely / Sinceramente, 
 
Jaime Soto 
Principal / Director 
 

        Vision: To foster high-achieving, bilingual, biliterate, and culturally  
                           aware students, who are ready to contribute to a global society 

. 
          Mission: To provide an inclusive environment that supports the  

                                             whole child, where all students are engaged in a  
                                             meaningful dual language education. 

December 2019/ diciembre 2019 





 
 

Norte Ambassadors / Embajadores de Norte 
 

A group of specially recommended students who consistently use the Cougar Pride 
traits will have a very important job during the opening days of school.   5th grade stu-
dents will be assisting our new Kindergarteners with learning the procedure and rou-
tine of where to line up when they arrive at school in the morning, as well as helping 
the classroom teacher and children at dismissal.  Each student will be assigned to a 
specific classroom so that the Kindergarteners become familiar with the older stu-
dents.  We’ll continue to have plenty of Norte staff and volunteers on site to help, but 
believe this is a wonderful opportunity for our Fifth Grade Norte Ambassadors to be 
leaders and role models for the new students and our school.  
   
Keep an eye out for our Norte Friends in the lime green vests! 
   



Norte Ambassador of the Month – Abigail Thompson 





Student Drop-Off & Pick-Up Procedures  
The most important aspect of dropping off children before school and picking up children after school is 
consistency among all families in terms of following our established  procedures. The procedures below 
have been developed to optimize safety and efficiency. Your feedback and suggestions in improving our 
procedures will always be welcomed. However, in the meantime we ask that all families observe the fol-
lowing: 
 

Student Drop-Off  
    If parents choose to drop off their children on the west side (front of school) of the school, in the desig-
nated drop-off lane of the west parking lot, beyond the crosswalk only. If you are parking your car, please 
park in marked stalls, observing all handicapped parking stalls. Please use the designated crosswalks to 
avoid risk of injury.  Students can enter the building through the gate that leads to the “D” door into the 
Multi-Purpose Room. 
 There is no drop off or parking in the bus lane in front of the school during office hours. This lane in 

front of the school is for buses and childcare vans only. 
 It is district policy that students be supervised on school grounds at all times.  Therefore, students are 

not permitted on campus prior to 8:30 a.m. Do not drop off your child prior to 8:30 a.m. unless they 
are in a supervised morning program, such as Kids Club. 

 When dropping off your child in the East parking lot, please pull your car all the way forward in the 
drop off line before allowing your child to exit the vehicle. At no time are cars to be left unattended in 
the drop off line. 

 Have your child ready to exit the vehicle (i.e. backpack on, breakfast finished, hugs and kisses done) 
 For the safety of your child, please let your child out of the car on the passenger side only so they are 

not entering traffic when they are exiting the vehicle. 
 

Student Pick-Up: Family Walk-Up 
    Students must be picked up at 3:50p.m. (1:50 p.m. on Wednesdays). 
 There is no pick up or parking in the bus lane in front of the school during office hours. This lane in 

front of the school is for buses and childcare vans only. 
 Anyone turning from Redfield Rd into the parking lot can only go into marked stalls for parking. 
 Children will line up at the south end of the west parking lot (under the shade structure) and wait for 

their parent to walk up to pick up. 
 If parents prefer not to drive into the west parking lot, they can park on the south side of Redfield Rd. 

by the park.   
 When leaving the west parking lot onto Redfield Rd., cars must turn left to avoid creating congestion. 
 

Student Pick-Up: Family Drive-Up 
 Children will be lined up under the canopy area and staff will be calling each student as their parent’s 

car approaches. 
  Do not wave your children to come to you before this pick up location.   
 A staff member will assist your child to the car as it nears the front of the line.    
 We ask that parents obey the directions of the duty teachers and not cut into the left lane of traffic                          

through the orange pylons. This is important to safeguard those pedestrians who are crossing into the 
parking lot. 

 For the safety of your child, please let your child enter the car on the passenger side so they are not 
entering traffic. At no time are cars to be left unattended. 

 The East Parking Lot (back of the school) is used for Family Drive-Up only.  Walk-ups are not permit-
ted. 

 
You may find it convenient to park a block away and walk with your child to school during the first few days 
of school because it is very congested during drop off and dismissal.  Please be courteous to our neighbors 
by not blocking any driveways.  After the first day, we’ll begin the process of children entering the play-
ground without parents so that the students learn the morning routine and are able to find their classroom 
line-up location independently.  There will always be multiple staff members.  If you need to conduct busi-
ness in the school, please stop by the front office, sign in and get a badge.  NO ONE is allowed on campus 
without  proper photo ID and a visitors badge. 
 



Student Attendance 
 
 
 

                                          
                                           

Tardiness 
     Each day our playground gates are locked at 8:45 a.m.  If your child arrives after 8:45 a.m., they  
     will need to enter the building through the “A” door. If your child arrives at 8:50 a.m., they will be 
     considered tardy and will need to come through the front office for a pass to be admitted into class. 
     Parents bringing in student tardy must have a valid reason fro being late or  it will be unexcused. 

 

Absences 
Parents please call the attendance line at 480-541-4801 (24 hour message machine) when your child is 
absent. We can no longer accept emails from the teacher as an excused absence. If the school does not 
hear from you or cannot get in touch with you, your child will be marked unexcused until our attendance 
clerk has made contact with you. For your child’s safety, it is important for the school to be notified of an 
absence.  You may check your child’s absences and tardies through our PARENT PORTAL https://
sispxp.kyrene.org/Login_Parent_PXP.aspx 
 

Classroom Interruptions 
Please help us minimize classroom interruptions by: 

1. Please make “going home” plans before school starts 
2. Let your child know the back-up plan if he/she forgets lunch (i.e. buy a school lunch instead or let 

them know you will bring one to the school office and to go check before they go to lunch).   
3. Have them put their homework and class projects in their backpack the night before so they don’t 

forget in the morning.  If they do forget, please leave it in the front office and we will get it to the 
teacher.   

 

Thank you for your cooperation! 
 
 

Have You Moved?  
If you have moved over the summer, please make sure that you contact the school office with 
your updated address and phone number. The office will also need a new proof of residency, 
such as a copy of a utility bill.  
 

 

Notes from the Health Office….. 
 
Our Health Office is kindly asking for donations of : 
 
 New, packaged boys underwear,  youth sizes 6&8  
 Children’s size flip flops 
 Boys and girls elastic waist shorts (youth size small, medium, and large). 

 Get the latest information on immunization requirements, illness preven-

tion, and medication procedures at http://www.kyrene.org/health/index.htm 

 

If you have any questions, please call our Health Assistant at 480-541-4820.  

Thank you! 
 

http://www.kyrene.org/health/index.htm


Safety and Security—our first priority! 



Child Find for Children with Suspected Disabilities  

 

Child Find is a component of the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA 

’04) that requires a school district to locate, identify, and evaluate all chil-

dren with disabilities, aged birth through 21 that are located within their 

geographical boundaries who are in need of early intervention or special 

education services. Please call your child’s school or the Student Learning 

and Support Services office at 480-541-1150. 

 

 

Gifted Child Find 

 

The Kyrene School District, in accordance with state law to ensure the best 

possible education for its students, attempts to identify children for special 

services.  One form of special services is gifted education. 

 
Gifted students are defined as those who score at or above the 97th percentile on any 
test for gifted identification approved by the Arizona State Board of Education.  
Children may qualify in one or more of three areas—verbal reasoning, quantitative 
(math) reasoning, and nonverbal reasoning. 
 
Referrals for the gifted testing in kindergarten through eighth grade come from 
teachers, parents, and students.   If you feel that your child might qualify in one or 
more of the three assessed areas, or if you have any questions about referring your 
child, you may refer your child through the on-line referral system http://
www.kyrene.org/Page/29987.  Children must not have been tested within the past 
year. Referrals will be accepted until we reach capacity for the testing session. All 
testing for this school year will be completed by March. 
 
Please check the website for more information about testing dates and locations. 
 
 

http://www.kyrene.org/Page/29987
http://www.kyrene.org/Page/29987
http://www.kyrene.org/Page/22884


Parents and Families—this year’s main fundraiser is the Norte Rock Stars Fun Run Run! It’s a two-week program that kicks off with a Pep 
Rally on Monday, 1/13. Families will then gather pledges for every lap your student runs (30-35 laps) at the Nor te Rock Stars Fun Run, 
which will happen on Thursday, /13. This year our goal is to raise $10,000 for the Maker's Space, PTO budget, events, and teacher 
needs, and we need your help! We’ve asked the experts at Booster to power our fundraiser to make it easier, more profitable, and more fun.  
 
Students will also experience an amazing character theme, MINDSPARK: WILD WEST! Booster’s most exciting theme yet combines 
S.T.E.A.M. skills (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math) with character-building. While they're teaming up with the MindSpark 
Kids to save Dr. Shock, our students will learn five character traits that will help strengthen themselves and our world. 



2019-2020 
Kyrene School District Calendar  

First Day of School 

Labor Day NO SCHOOL 

Teacher Day NO SCHOOL 

Fall Break NO SCHOOL 

Staff Development NO SCHOOL 

Veteran’s Day NO SCHOOL 

Thanksgiving  NO SCHOOL 

Teacher Day NO SCHOOL 

Winter Recess NO SCHOOL 

MLK Day, NO SCHOOL 

President’s Day, NO SCHOOL 

Spring Break, NO SCHOOL    

Teacher Day NO SCHOOL 

Schools Closed 

Last Day for Students 

 

August 1, 2019 

September 2, 2019 

October 4, 2019 

October 7-11, 2019 

October 14,  2019 

November 11, 2019 

November 28-29, 2019 

December 20, 2019 

December 23-January 6 

January 20, 2020 

February 17, 2020 

March 9-13, 2020 

March 16, 2020 

April 10, 2020 

May 21, 2020 

2019-2020 Lunch Price  
School lunches prices are as follows:  
Breakfast- $1.65 
Elementary Lunch is $2.90 
Lunch – Reduced-price all sites  $0.40 
Adult Lunch is $3.50 
Milk- $.50 
 
You can view more information, school menus.  Menus and ad-
ditional nutritional information at http:// www.kyrene.org; click 
on Programs & Services/Food Services.  

 Lunch Recess 

Kinder 11:35-12:00 12:00-

Grade 3 12:00-12:20 11:40-

Grade 1 12:20-12:40 12:40-1:00 

Grade 2 12:40-1:00 12:2012:40 

Grade 4 1:00-1:20 1:20-1:40 

Grade 5 1:20-1:40 1:00-1:20 

2019-2020 Lunch Schedules 

 
Office      (480) 541-4800 
Attendance (480)541-4801 
Health Office  (480) 541-4820 
Fax        (480) 541-4810 
Transportation (480) 541-1700 
Cafeteria        (480) 541-4826 
Kids Club        (480) 541-4830 
School Hours       8:50—3:50  
Early Release      8:50—1:50 
 

Office Information 

National School Lunch Program  
Public Notice - Students who withdraw and wish to receive a refund for any remaining meal account balance 
must notify the Kyrene School District within 30 days of the withdrawal date.  This is of special importance 
for 8th grade students who leave our district at the end of the school year. An account balance can be trans-
ferred to a sibling’s account by calling 480-541-1350. If you are using E-Funds.com be sure you turn off 
Smart Pay before the end of the year and contact us for a refund of your balance. For refund assistance, please 
call 480-541-1660. 

 
 




